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Jo Addison puts in process an encounter with things.  
 
She makes objects and drawings in which a familiar world is disclosed and everyday things 
are interpreted and restaged. Her work draws on shared cultural memory and evokes an 
odd, intuitive recognition.   
 
In preparation for Not Trees and People, Addison has been making an object resembling a 
football. Dissecting its component segments from memory, and ultimately wrongly, she 
asks what makes a football? Or what makes the memory of one?  
 
Such questions and practical issues underlie and inform the way Addison makes work. It 
is a process of deconstructing and making, or, as she puts it, “my make-destroy-make-
destroy-make is a form of refinement – the slowness, the refrain is a necessity.”  
 
The finished work is often made quickly, but the preparation is necessarily slow and often 
repetitive: a practice and a process that is about discovering the ‘nub’, or essence, of a 
thing.  
 
The relationship between objects and the body, and the relationship of objects to one 
another is intrinsic to the haptic and spatial curiosity at the heart of Addison’s practice. 
She wants the objects that she makes to articulate the space in which they are shown, 
“as if they are props in a kind of unspecified set”. Issues of scale and placement are 
carefully and thoughtfully worked through and the presentation is casually perfect. 
 
  
 
Jo Addison studied at Norwich and the Slade, graduating in 1995. Recent shows include: 
Easy does it a tri-part show at David Dale Gallery, Glasgow, Aid & Abet, Cambridge and 
Supercollider, Blackpool, 2013; Unspecified Objects Malgras Naudet, Manchester, and The 
Royal Standard, Liverpool, 2013; CAVE Liverpool 2012; Crazee Golf Tintype 2012; Ideas 
are faster Five Years 2012; Creekside Open 2011 selected by Phyllida Barlow/Dexter 
Dalwood; Whitstable Biennale 2010 & 2006; Points of Address selected by Peter Suchin  
Outpost, Norwich 2010; Album Five Years 2010; Jo Addison & Alice Walton Centrum, 
Berlin 2010; Cortez Arrives Herbert Read Gallery, Canterbury 2009; Free Association Area 
53, Vienna 2009; Beck’s Futures, Manchester 2008; No One Sees The Barn Outpost, 
Norwich, 2007; Visitors, Five Years 2007. 
 
	  


